
MONTHLY

NEWSLETTER
With the development of Marion Aldersgate's Communications 
Team, we are thrilled to present our January Newsletter! Marion 
Aldersgate Church will have a newsletter available on the 1st of each 
month. You will be able to find this on our website at
agatemarion.org/newsletter or, if you're needing a printed copy, 
it will be available on the Welcome Table in the church lobby.

Newsletter Submissions:
Submissions to the next newsletter must be emailed to
assistant@marionaldersgate.org no later than the 15th of each 
month and must be approved by the Pastor and meet 
Communications Team Newsletter section/policy requirements. 
To submit your new event or program, use the Event Application 
Form (see below). 

Event Application Form:
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Interested in starting a new event, program, or
study? All new events and programs must first
complete the Event Application Form available
on our website resources page, or by scanning
this QR code. You will be notified when your
request is approved.

As we experience the “changing of the guard” here at Marion 
Aldersgate Church, Jesus is still on the Throne and we will 
continue to praise Him! Leadership may be changing, but the 
word of God remains and for that we are so thankful.
 
God provided for us well in the transition season. Interim 
Pastor, Reverend Bob Phillips, successfully saw us through 
transition. Pastor Bob has led us to discover who we are and 
who we want to be moving forward. Pastor Bob helped us 
realize our strengths and challenged us to be open to areas 
of improvement. We are a healthier body of Christ because 
of the service offered by Reverends Bob & Christy Phillips. 
Marion Aldersgate Church is thankful for your service to us 
and to the Kingdom of God.

As Pastor Bob Phillips transitions out of the role of interim, 
we welcome our long term pastors, Sarah and Gabe Wanck. 
Reverend Dr. Sarah (Mayfield) Wanck will lead us forward 
with vision and help us grow the Kingdom of God. Rev. Gabe 
Wanck will set before us a plan for spiritual growth and 
discipleship. Together, they will walk with us every step of 
the way as Marion Aldersgate Church becomes the church 
God is calling us to be. A church that worships passionately, 
loves extravagantly, and witnesses boldly. 



Marion Aldersgate Family,
As you read this, Gabe, Hudson, and I are likely unpacking boxes and settling into our new home on East Patton 
Drive; and still in joyful disbelief that we can call Marion and Aldersgate home. When you enter into ministry in the 
Methodist Church and agree to itineracy (being moved from church to church), one of the painful decisions involved 
is knowing that a “yes” to the call of ministry likely means moving away from home. From the moments Gabe and I 
said yes to ministry, we’ve lived in three different states, served in ten different churches, and lived in eight different 
homes (this one makes nine). But all of that transition and trust is deeply worth the reward of knowing Christ more 
deeply and joining Him in His work to redeem the world.

After a lifetime of walking with Christ, you would think that I would learn that God often interjects with gifts of surprise 
and grace. While answering the call to ministry has taken us further and further from home, this time, the Lord surprised 
us in a way that invited us to trust him, and, at the same time, invited us to return home. I’m sure we’ll share more in the 
months and years to come, about the memories I have, and my spiritual formation that was deeply molded by 
Aldersgate years ago. You helped begin our family’s story of ministry - and now we’re returning to help serve with you 
in ministry.

God’s story is often one of redemption and return - and our arrival on East Patton Drive is one of those stories. We’re 
so excited to begin a new chapter of ministry with you and lean into the ways God wants to grow Marion Aldersgate 
as a place of hope and redemption for others.

In the weeks ahead, we look forward to meeting you, hearing your stories of life and ministry at Aldersgate, and 
listening for the dreams and possibilities you hope for its future.

In Christ Alone,
Pastor Sarah
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Use the QR code to read the
Global Methodist Church’s
latest updates and newsletter
articles.
globalmethodist.org/articles/  

A word from 
Pastor Sarah Wanck

https://troymc.org/events?sapurl=Lys3NDJnL2xiL2V2LytuOXpkNzVkP2JyYW5kaW5nPXRydWUmZW1iZWQ9dHJ1ZSZyZWNlbnRSb3V0ZT1hcHAud2ViLWFwcC5saWJyYXJ5LmNhbGVuZGFyJnJlY2VudFJvdXRlU2x1Zz0lMkJ3eGo3N3Y4


MARK YOUR

CALENDARS!

THE 2024

MISSIONS

CONFERENCE 

IS FEBRUARY 

7TH-11TH!
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SCAN TO SEE
THE MARION
ALDERSGATE
STUDENT
MINISTRY
CALENDAR

Wednesday Night Meal Ministry:
We are needing two cooks and three servers to help with

providing our Wednesday Night Meals. If you are interested in
volunteering, please contact Kim Brave or Sally Dodge. 



JANUARY
ANNIVERSARIES:

JANUARY 9TH - 11:30AM-3PM (LUNCH PROVIDED)

QUILTERS GONNA QUILT
QUILTING B'S AND WANNA B'S

03    Carol Scroggins
05    Connie Clark
         Dorothy Edmondson        
06    Larry Henry
         Jean Ness
07    Addie McAlpin
08    Morgan Brave
09    Gibson Cox
10    Linda Duncan
11    Matt Dunning 
        Noah Gryzmala      
12    Becky Mays
         Laura Stein
14    Barrett Benesh
15   Denny Donaldson
        Alice Kearney
        Sheila Lautenbacher
17   Vicki Anderson 
        Tom Simpson
18   Tom Anderson
19   Shelly Ohms
        Elliott O’Keefe
21   Riley Swinford
22   Pam McReynolds
       Abigail Montgomery
       Jeff Ray
25   Sharon Disney
       Kendall Johnson
        Michele Malone
28   Peyton Dunning
        Charlie Smoot
       Syl Vanek
29   Susan Atkisson
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01     David and Linda Walker
03     Gary and Cara Cox
07     Gary and Susan Fowler
26     Travis and Anne Emery
31     Charlie and Carol Kahle

Event Application
Form:

All new events and programs must first 
complete the Event Application Form 
available on our website resources page, 
or by scanning this QR code. You will be 
notified when your request is approved.

LET’S SERVE TOGETHER!

SOUP KITCHEN DATES
JANUARY 22-26, 2024



Missions 
Moment
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If you would like to give to one of our missionaries 
individually, you can now use the QR codes on 
the missions board in the church hallway.

John and Lisa Hamilton serve with One 
Mission Society since 1993. 
They pastored in Colombia for 10 years, 
helping to establish two strong churches 
by pioneering youth, parenting and small 
group ministry among relatively 
unreached populations in North Bogota 
and South Medellin.
The Hamiltons relocated to Montevideo, 
Uruguay in 2003 with an international
missionary team. Since 2005, they pastor 
Christ Church which has unexpectedly 

Christmas Caroling | December 17th:
Marion Aldersgate had the wonderful opportunity to spread
Christmas cheer through the gift of music! Carolers visited
Aldersgate shut-ins and sang at various care facilities, “making
spirits bright” as they celebrated and reminded others of the
Reason for the season! 

December Giving:
$3,000 to Missionaries
$200 to Lincoln School PTO for Project Gum Drops

Wrapping Paper Fashion Show | December 13th:
And that’s a “wrap”! Marion Aldersgate students having
some Christmas themed FUN during our final Wednesday
night student ministries for the year!

JOHN AND LISA
HAMILTON

grown to become a dynamic, bilingual, multicultural church, absolutely 
unique in the entire south side of the city. John is the Latino Emotionally 
Healthy Discipleship Coach. He and Lisa have served on local and 
Regional leadership teams for Alpha, Community Bible Study, Godly 
Play and SIM UY. John has taught on discipleship in Seminaries in the 
region, including to Latino missionaries in Pakistan. He and Lisa connect 
frequently with Latino pastors and leaders on issues of 
personal discipleship.


